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Whatever these defects may have been, one thing was at all times clear, as Dr. Franklin, in a brief sketch of his character (quoted below and not designed, as a whole, to be particularly complimentary) said, "he was always honest," and so were Samuel and John Quincy Adams. Indeed such, to their honor be it said, has, with very rare exceptions, been the character of our high public functionaries at all periods. In the times of John Adams the political atmosphere had been so thoroughly purified by the Revolutionary fires that no man, whatever his talent or his services, who was wanting in that the first qualification for public trusts could have been sustained for a day. Arnold was corrupted by the enemy, and scorn will never cease to designate, with her unmoving finger, his infamy. Edmund Randolph who possessed the confidence of Washington and Jefferson, and was appointed by the former Secretary of State when the latter resigned, ranking among the highest in personal position and in talent, was unhappily exposed to suspicion as to his official integrity, and he fell at once to rise no more. An attempt was made to attach suspicion to the acts of Alexander Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury—as I have heretofore described. We have seen at what a sacrifice he vindicated the purity of his official conduct, and manifested his sense of the indispensable necessity of such a vindication whenever it should be questioned.
It is always hazardous for one whose judgments are deductions from what he reads to pass upon the personal characters of public men, yet it is the motive and sincerity with which this is done which makes it excusable or otherwise. My own impression has always been that Mr. Adams's subsequent failure in public life was, in no considerable degree, owing to an overweening self esteem and consequent impatience under honors conferred on his cotem-poraries. Frequent exhibitions of this feeling, with—not too high, certainly—but perhaps too exclusive an appreciation of his own services, were, I cannot but think, among the causes of his unpopularity. It was this, doubtless, which gave a feverish character to his relations with Dr. Franklin, during their residence in Europe. The same causes produced wider and still more injurious effects on his return to the United States. The attention of public men, engrossed during the War by the enemy, was diverted by the peace and more closely directed towards each, other, and anticipated rivalries doubtless added keenness to those examinations. The previous friendly relations''between himself and Mr. Jefferson were, not improbably, then weakened and suspended: with Hamilton, who was himself not deficient in the same quality, he was soon in open hostility: he looked down upon Hancock, and an impression was made upon the minds of many that he yielded, with less complacency

